CATHERINE  //.   AXD  ROCMAXIA.              79

quaintly writes the old Moldavian chronicler, lk what"
a costly honour it was to receive Munich as a guest;
sweet wine became vinegar, laughter tears, joy terror,
and riches poverty." The eyes of the people were
opened ; they saw that a Muscovite " liberator ?1
might be as harsh as a Greek governor, and from
that moment dates the rise of a strong anti-Russian
party in the principalities. The peace of Belgrade in
1739 restored Moldavia to the Turkish Empire, and,
as far as their Roumanian projects were concerned,
the Russians were no better off at the close of this
second war than at the end of the first.

The third attempt was much more successful
Catherine II. began, soon after her accession, the task
of preparing the Roumanian people for a Russian
occupation. Her secret agents fomented the discon-
tent of the peasantry and played upon the feelings of
the native nobles, who saw themselves being gradually
displaced by the scum of the Phanar. The declara-
tion of war in 1768 found the Turks at a disadvantage,
and a great Russian victory on the river Dniester
placed the principalities in the power of the victors.
Moldavia hastened to proffer its homage to the Rus-
sian commander, Galitzin. In the cathedral of Jassy
the congregation took the oath of allegiance to l( the
too compassionate Empress Catherine," and swore to
" consider the enemies of the Russian army as those
of Moldavia, and to behave in all things as the good
.and faithful slaves of Her Majesty," Nothing short
of complete annexation was intended. \Yallachia
next acknowledged the authority of the great Empress.
Gregory Ghika, the Wallachian Hospodar, turned